Dear reader! (say + Too-vah)
/

When | first b{gan work ing. on Tova's story | called up
My best friends from when | was fwelve, IWe grew up together
in the ngrth of Oslo, and S/ten/f a lot g‘ time in the [Hle
forest next to our school. We played at war with ths boy.s,
boilt huts, and told secrels.

| loved ct. | loved being a carefree, uncool kidy and | didn't

want +to grow up -

\ AUl thatt changed  when | met up with my fritndy  aofFer
. summer break. We went to the old lay house in my %m&ﬂ
(w2 were koo big for it, but it was the best place

4o avold our Annoying Younger
Siblings ) and BOTH of

my) friends told me fb\a_nj
had gotten BOYFRIENDS

over the Summel, oAt !!

VS
The rest o the ‘

sffor:/) in thhis book

is “made vp, Well, most
of it- But I'm not ’t&ﬂig
any more secrets £or now

MAP

TINY
PLAYHOUSE
CHAIRS.

0SLO
Becavse this story
was fost wrHen in
/Vormwan/ ou might
notice some dr ferfnces
beAween Tuua's Life and

t@m/r own.
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~ Cuch as* SCHoOL'
[n Norway, almost everyone goes to pubuc School.

Primary School S Seven gears, so when Tuva
Starts ~ 7th grade, £is hey FinAL year before
Junior Hi9R, This iSa big Step for

Norwegian kids, becamse Junior tgh 1S
where the {eenmgw 90. @//

(,jlou vat aso notice Some smaller fhmgﬂ,
bke how Tuva takes flvoride tabletz, Noway has
leas fluordh in tha drinking water than in“the U5,
So we have to fuke édm Llvondy to avord %H-z‘rx?,
Cavities.
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But what |'ve learned from other translations
of thiS book, (S that we wmans have more in
common than we think, Kids in France, Germany,
Mexico and  [talyy als50 think that going from being a
little kid to being a b9 kid s teiy a teen is hard..
Even my grandma, who was 12 in 1948, Said Sha
had the same problemS when she grew vp, with friends
%’W’""'ﬂ apm/ -[Fuu,',\o in love and Wfe in gmﬂmf
H’A"‘j a loT to dwal widh.

So this dook s Ffor You who feed alore

in all {he madness of growing up.

I’'m rootir\o for vyou.

from

L/l[om Pasnes
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